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Picking the relevant books 
 
Relevancy 
Is the book relevent to your research topic, or what you are looking for? Does it answer to 
your research needs with regards to the geographical areas or social groups studied and the 
time period covered? What is the study approach used or are different perspectives included 
in the discussions? Look through the content page, preface or introduction to get an idea.  
 
Authority 
Each fields of research has their own group of notable scholars. Make an effort to recognise 
their names and backgrounds such as research specialities. Certain publishers are also more 
famous in different types of publications or research areas. By reading their publications, you 
would have come into contact with some of the most famous theories in the field. You can 
read the author biography normally found in the front or back few pages of the book for quick 
information. It may also be available in the flaps of the dust jackets.  
 
Accuracy 

There is a Chinese saying 尽信书不如无书, which suggests readers not to treat the contents of 

what is being read as the truths without questioning. Always question yourself whether there 
are any discrepencies in the dicussions or statistics presented. Are the arguments supported 
by unbiased evidences or results? Try to compare the viewpoints of different social groups or 
authors to see the different perspectives.  
 
Currency 
A book would typically take at least 2 years to be written to published. The information 
gathered inside would be older than that. Check the date of publication and ask yourself 
whether it would be suitable for your research. If you are relying on the most up-to-date 
information for your research, it may be better to read journal articles instead.  
 


