
Internship 
Program



Identity
Founded in 2019 as an economics-based research and education consultancy.

Our research is published in the media, as books and as online resources.
Our educational outreach engages the public on the importance of economic ideas. 



Engaging with Policymakers 

Participating in policy dialogue involving Young PAP and Young NTUC Participation by MP Vikram Nair in Bicentennial event



Public Events and Workshops

Why Commemorate 1819? Bicentennial event involving MEP Daniel 
Hannan and co-hosted by Tanglin Trust School

IMAGINE Conference (2018) on the Future of Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation featuring local entrepreneurs



Educational Outreach 

New pre-university Economics program in partnership with Academia 
Education Center 

PPE and Public Policy Workshops for University students 



Network of Excellent 
Speakers 

Left: Dr. Tom Palmer, Executive Vice President of Atlas 
Network, a global humanitarian organization and 
leader of the Doing Development Differently initiative
Above: Prof. Linda Low, political economist from 
Singapore University of Social Sciences (SUSS) and 
author of Political Economy of Privatization in Singapore
Top Right: MEP Daniel Hannan, Member of European 
Parliament, key figure of Brexit and President of 
Initiative for Free Trade in the UK
Right: Prof. Randall Holcombe, leading political 
economist in United States and expert in Public Choice 
Economics
Bottom Right: Mr. Lim Seng, Founder of In.Genius, a 
local tech start-up aiming to send the first Singaporean 
into space



Media Engagement



Founder: Bryan Cheang
• PhD Candidate at King’s College London, 

Department of Political Economy
• Ex-Civil Servant in SPRING Singapore 

(2015-2016)
• Graduated from Faculty of Arts and Social 

Sciences, National University of Singapore 
(2015)

• Founder of Adam Smith Center (2017 - )



Advisory Board Members

Prof. Chandran Kukathas

Dean of School Social Sciences at 
Singapore Management University

Political Theorist and Author of 
Liberal Archipelago

Prof. Razeen Sally

Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, 
Political Economist

Mr. Farhan Firdaus

Venture capitalist, social 
entrepreneur and grassroots leader



Advisory Board Members

Prof. Christine Henderson

Associate Professor of Political 
Science, School of Social Sciences at 
Singapore Management University. 

Dr. Tom Palmer

Executive Vice President, Atlas 
Network



Interns are deployed across two tracks

Research Assistants
• Conducting quantitative research, 

involving the use of statistical models and 
data analysis

• Conducting qualitative research, involving 
interviews, focus groups, and document 
analysis

• Produce research material to support 
organisational aims, including publishing 
new books, research reports, blog 
articles, and podcast episodes. 

Education Assistants
• Assist in developing learning materials, 

worksheets, and educational content 
• Working with designers to present 

learning material in visually compelling 
ways

• Strengthen partnerships with external 
stakeholders, including university student 
groups, enrichment centers, and non-
profit organisations



Mentorship of Interns
• Direct supervision from Founder, Bryan 

Cheang, on the use of social science 
concepts and empirical methods in 
research

• As interns drive projects of the 
organisation, they can work directly with 
Advisory Board Members who are 
specialists in academic research, 
business, and entrepreneurship

• On joint projects, interns can work with 
external parties, such as our associates at 
Academia Education Center, a leading 
enrichment center in Singapore 



Flexible Working Arrangements

Physical arrangements
• All interns get to access the organisation

office located at the co-working space 
WeWork during regular office hours 

Alternative arrangements
• Interns may also work from home or from 

libraries as long as work deliverables are 
met 

Organisation primarily based at WeWork Suntec



Unique value proposition to interns

Unique opportunity to 
apply social science 

and humanities 
concepts in university 
to real world research 

projects

Chance to interact with 
and learn from a wide 
network of scholars 

and thought leaders in 
Adam Smith Center’s 

network 

High potential interns 
may receive a 

publishing contract to 
have their research 
work published as a 

book

Opportunity for some 
to attend overseas 

workshops or undergo 
short term stint at 

partner organisations



Joshua Cheng (Research Assistant)
• Intern from NUS Political Science tasked 

to conduct podcast episodes with public 
intellectuals in the organisation’s network

• Interviewed individuals such as Philip 
Stevens, Director of Geneva Network, an 
international think tank promoting trade-
related research and Jordan McGilis, a 
specialist in global climate change policy 

Joshua interviewing Simon Lee, co-founder of The 
Lion Rock Institute, a think tank in Hong Kong



Testimonial:
Ang Zhen Yi (Research Assistant) 

"It has been a great privilege working at Adam Smith Center. In my 
course of work, I have honed my research and writing skills and gained 
valuable insights into various domestic and global issues. Definitely a 
great place to work at if you are looking for an enriching and fulfilling 
experience!"

Zhen Yi was an intern studying in University of Melbourne.

His internship project was to compile research information on future trends and technological advancements for 
an upcoming educational book, Optimist’s Guide to the Future, to be published end-2020.



Testimonial:
Pearline Pang (Education Assistant)

"My internship has honed my research skills and taught me to think 
more critically. I was very thankful to be trusted with so many different 
tasks. I was particularly appreciative of the fact that guidance and 
feedback were often given. I would definitely recommend this internship 
to anyone looking to gain a more astute understanding of economics 
and its application in the real world.”

Adam Smith Center is a close partner of Academia Education Center,
a leading enrichment center in Singapore providing English language and humanities classes.

Pearline Pang, a pre-university intern from Raffles JC, was tasked to support the economics program
as part of this collaboration. Tasks included developing learning materials, designed in close consultation with 

professional graphic designers.



Overseas Opportunities
• In the spirit of preparing young talents to 

be global-ready, interns may receive the 
opportunity to participate in short 
attachments at our partner organisations 
globally, in USA, UK, Australia, and Asia

• Overseas experiences include academic 
workshops, research assistantship with 
partner think tanks, learning journeys, or 
a combination thereof

Former intern Hanniel Lim at FEEcon in 
Atlanta (top) and the Lincoln Memorial at 
Washington, D.C. (below).



Young Scholars Publishing Program
• The organisation curates book projects in 

the field of social science, humanities, 
and public policy

• High potential & high performance 
interns may publish a book under Adam 
Smith Center, which will be sold on online 
platforms and distributed to overseas 
partners 

• * Summer 2020: Intern Celine Tan, a PLE 
student from SMU, is under contract to 
write Major Economic Thinkers and their 
Relevance


