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Samples 

Question 1: What data will you be collecting and how? 

SAMPLE 1: 
Class observation data, faculty interview data and student survey data will be collected. Observations will 
be diarised and interviews will be recorded, and then each will be coded using Ethnograph. Survey data will 
be captured using Qualtrics. The data will be collected during the research period (Jan 2013 - Dec 2013). 

 
Adapted from: 
Cmor, D., & Marshall, V. (2006). Librarian Class Attendance: Methods, Outcomes and Opportunities. 27th Annual 
IATUL Conference. 

 
 

SAMPLE 2: 
Datasets to be collected are mainly experimental and observational. Most datasets will be collected 1-3 
times per year (i.e. production and decomposition, ecophysiological functional traits, soil extractable 
nutrients and mineralization rates) for a period of 3 years. Temperature, light availability and soil moisture 
at multiple depths in the experiment will be logged every 15 minutes, these data will be stored on local 
data loggers and downloaded every two weeks. 

 
Adapted from: 
Cleland, E., Lipson, D., & Kim, J. The influence of plant functional types on ecosystem responses to altered rainfall. Ret 
rieved Nov 24, 2015, from UC San Diego Sample NSF Data Management Plans website:https://libraries.ucsd.edu/servi 
ces/data-curation/data-management/dmpsample/DMP%20Example%20Cleland.pdf 

 
 

SAMPLE 3: 
This project will generate time- and location-stamped image files of natural resources in Delaware County, 
PA. The images will be served as a record of the occurrence of creatures, natural artefacts, and conditions  
at specific places and times during the period 2003 through 2011. For many of the photos, taxonomic 
information will also be available. The occurrence data will be observational and qualitative. Data will be 
captured with a digital camera capable of creating images with sufficient taxonomic detail to allow 
identification to the species level for many taxa. 

 
Adapted from: 
Hampton, S. Examples of Data Management Plans. Retrieved Nov 24, 2015, from DataOne website: https://www.dat 
aone.org/sites/all/documents/ESA11_SS3_hampton.pdf 

 
 

SAMPLE 4: 
Recorded oral interviews will be collected at an interview at the Nnindye community located in the Mpigi 
district in Uganda for about 30 residents over a period of 6 months. Photos and videos also will be  
included. The interview will be conducted in the Luganda language and will be recorded using digital 
recorders. Photographs and video will be taken with digital cameras and digital video cameras. 

https://libraries.ucsd.edu/services/data-curation/data-management/dmpsample/DMP%20Example%20Cleland.pdf
https://libraries.ucsd.edu/services/data-curation/data-management/dmpsample/DMP%20Example%20Cleland.pdf
https://www.dataone.org/sites/all/documents/ESA11_SS3_hampton.pdf
https://www.dataone.org/sites/all/documents/ESA11_SS3_hampton.pdf
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Adapted from: 
Sapp Nelson, Megan and Beavis, Katherine (2013) "History / Sustainable Development - Purdue University," Data 
Curation Profiles Directory: Vol. 5, Article 1. http://dx.doi.org/10.7771/2326-6651.1032 

 
 

SAMPLE 5: 
The primarily public data from 2000 to 2015 from the US Census Bureau will be acquired. Some preliminary 
(non-public) Census data, and some other sources, e.g. the US Bureau of Labour Statistics, and New York 
State Dept of Health will also be purchased and gathered. All data will be processed, analyses and 
aggregated and the results will be stored in an MS SQL database. Eventually, a public website will be 
provided to this final data in the form of charts, tables, maps and downloadable Excel spreedsheets. 

 
Adapted from: 
Jenkins, Keith (2012) "Sociology / Demographics - Cornell University," Data Curation Profiles Directory: Vol. 4, Article 
6. http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315013 

 
 

SAMPLE 6: 
We will be using portable audio recorder to collect the data. We will be conducting face-to-face interview 
to a group of Cheyenne natives to share about their culture in short stories format. New audio recordings 
will be added each year throughout the project timeline (2015 - 2020). The data will be collected by the 
research team members and will be transcribed by using a transcription software, ELAN. Some online free 
resources will also be used in the research for proper pronunciation guide. 

 
Adapted from: 
Tancheva, Kornelia (2012) "Linguistics - Cornell University," Data Curation Profiles Directory: Vol. 4, Article 
7. http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315007 

 
 

SAMPLE 7: 
We will be placing a few sensors and video cameras to monitor the traffic flow at several intersections 
around Indiana. The road sensors will be placed in each lane of traffic. When a car or other vehicle passes 
over it, the frequency of the sensor will change or revert when the vehicle rolls off of it. The sensors which 
placed near the traffic lights will record the status of the intersection. Data from the sensors will be FTP-ed 
out on an hourly basis as compressed files. Video of the sites will be taken and used for data verification 
purposes too. The video gathered will be parsed out into .gif or .jpg images at the rate of 20 frames per 
second. Furthermore, data on weather conditions will also be collected from the “Weather Underground” 
website for explanatory purposes as weather conditions may affect traffic flows. We will be collecting the 
data from Mar 2007 – Feb 2008. 

 
Adapted from: 
Carlson, Jake R. (2009) "Traffic Flow - Purdue University," Data Curation Profiles Directory: Vol. 1, Article 4. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315016 

 
 

SAMPLE 8: 
We will be conducting a few experiments (a piston drives the volume of a tube 2.7m long into a much 
smaller test volume, compressing a fuel-air mixture into a 100 - 200cc and igniting the mixture in the 
process) in the lab which fall roughly into two categories: those which capture video (use Phantom camera 
which firing 30,000/s) of the 200ms-long process and those which take physical samples of the mixture at 
different   stages  during  the   reaction  process.  The  samples  collected  will  be   separated  using       four 

http://dx.doi.org/10.7771/2326-6651.1032
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315013
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315007
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315016
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chromatography machines to generate reactants. In addition, data will also be generated from the pressure 
transducers in the compressed tube. 

 
Adapted from: 
Kashyap, Nabil (2011) "Aerospace Engineering / Chemical Kinetics - University of Michigan," Data Curation Profiles 
Directory: Vol. 3, Article 1. http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284314989 

 
 

SAMPLE 9: 
The data that we will be collecting for this research project consists of field survey data and bioassays 
measuring herbivore damage, pollination, fruit set under different experimental treatments (addition of 
herbivores, treatment with MeJA- plant hormone, removal of visual cues, etc.). The information about  
plant location and habitat description will also be collected as ancillary data at the outset of the 
experiment. Data will also be generated in the lab by subjecting plant samples to analysis using coupled  
Gas Chromatography- Mass Spectrophotometry (GC-MS). 

 
Adapted from: 
Wright, Sarah J. (2012) "Environmental Science / Herbivory - Cornell University," Data Curation Profiles Directory: Vol. 
4, Article 3. http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315002 

 
 

SAMPLE 10: 
The data for the research project will be produced with a motion capture system, which includes hardware 
and proprietary software. Motion capture markers will be attached to various parts of the body, usually the 
joints. While the study subject performs target motions, the marker coordinates are recorded by the 
motion capture system. We will use about 40 markers on each subject and the 3-D marker coordinates (x, 
y, z) will capture multiple times (tx) in a session. We are expecting to generate a large number of data from 
the motion capture system. Sampling rates and number of data points captured per second will also be 
collected. 

 
Adapted from: 
Cragin, Melissa; Kogan, Marina; and Collie, Aaron (2011) "Bio-Mechanics Motion Studies - University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign," Data Curation Profiles Directory: Vol. 3, Article 6. http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284314998 

 
 

SAMPLE 11: 
 

Background data comprise (1) text retrieved from literature search engines (usually .txt or .xml); (2) Full 
text of publications retrieved from PubMed Central, Institutional Repositories and publishers (usually .pdf 
or .html); and (3) categorical or numerical data extracted by human investigators from those full text 
publications. Foreground data comprise (1) computer code used to perform the tasks outlined in the main 
application (identification and retrieval of relevant publications, extraction of publication meta-data and 
extraction of publication outcome data); and (2) quantitative data generated from comparison of different 
approaches to the tasks outlines above. 

 
(MRC Template for a Data Management Plan, v01-00, 6 Aug 2014, 
http://www.dcn.ed.ac.uk/camarades/files/SLiM%20datasharing.pdf ) 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284314989
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284315002
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284314998
http://www.dcn.ed.ac.uk/camarades/files/SLiM%20datasharing.pdf
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SAMPLE 12: 
 

The first stage of data generation will be Simulation. This is a data stage that generates a set of initial 
conditions, a model of the universe at an early age. Differential equations will be applied and the universe 
will evolve. Its state will be captured at different times. While the process is straightforward, a lot of work 
would be involved as it is done at a large scale. The purpose of this stage is to try to define the state of the 
universe. A model of the universe will be evolved so that there will be something to go back to and 
measure. The second stage will be Data Reduction. Scientists will use the data set to identify clusters of 
particles. They will analyze the clusters to generate spherical averages. From these averages, they can 
create .txt and binary HDF files. 

 
(Adapted from: Kozbial, Ardys (2010) “Astrophysics – University of California San Diego,” Data Curation 
Profiles Directory: Vol. 2 , Article 1. DOI: 10.5703/1288284314996) 

 
 

SAMPLE 13: 
 

One part of the data will consist of the various parameters, settings, and version of the Weather Research 
and Forecasting model (http://www.wrf-model.org/index.php), which is a community model for weather 
forecasting and currently is a community standard. Another major component of the data will be the 
output of the model, which will go through multiple transformation stages. 

 
In the initial step, the typical weather profile of temperature, pressure, moisture and such (called “the 
sounding”) will be combined with the “namelist” file, which will contain the model options representing 
the physical processes in the atmosphere and the storms’ relative locations. The “sounding” and the 
“namelist” will be compiled together by the pre-processing module of Weather Research and Forecasting 
Model called “ideal.exe” (see Initiation for Ideal Cases in *insert relevant URL). This compilation will 
produce ready-to-use “idealized” input that now can be used to initiate the model. 

 
The output of the model will be a three-dimensional floating point data that is considered the raw data for 
this research area (i.e. sub-discipline). This data will be generated from the model at regular intervals of 
time. The output at each time step will be saved as a separate file, since appending all the output to one 
file makes the file too large. The raw output data will be uniform in its horizontal dimension, but not in the 
vertical one due to terrain differences. Thus, the raw data will be made uniform all around by interpolating 
it onto the regular Cartesian grid. This interpolation will be done by putting the raw data through a post- 
processing tool called “Read/Interpolate/Plot” or “RIP.” (*insert relevant URL). 

 

(Adapted from: Cragin, Melissa; Kogan, Marina; and Collie, Aaron (2010) “Atmospheric Modeling – 
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign,” Data Curation Profiles Directory: Vol. 2 , Article 2. 
DOI: 10.5703/1288284314997 ) 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284314996
http://www.wrf-model.org/index.php
http://dx.doi.org/10.5703/1288284314997
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