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Where the story 
began

• Around late Feb 2020, COVID-19 at its 
peak in China

• Wanted to study its propagation, but no 
suitable open dataset available

• Preprints do not share datasets, 
difficult/impossible to reproduce their 
results

• Decided to build our own dataset, and 
share with community



COVID-19 data

• Daily reports from China government websites, extracted relevant 
information manually





COVID-19 data

• Daily statistics of confirmed 
cases (new and cumulative), 
recoveries (new and 
cumulative) and deaths (new 
and cumulative) at city level



Our dataset

• Cleaned data and 
organized into 6 csv files

• Published dataset on 
GitHub

• Attention tracked 
(i.e. Watch, Star, Fork)

https://github.com/cheongsa/Coronavirus-COVID-19-statistics-in-China

https://github.com/cheongsa/Coronavirus-COVID-19-statistics-in-China


Our dataset

• GitHub used for code 
versioning and sharing



Our dataset

• Received many enquiries from 
social media (3,333 views on 
LinkedIn)

• Many requests on ResearchGate



Publishing our dataset on DR-NTU (Data)

• With the help from Library, we 
published our dataset and 
documentation on DR-NTU (Data)

• This gives our data a DOI 
“doi:10.21979/N9/A2XWCW”

• DataCite DOI required for 
inclusion in Web of Science Data 
Citation Index

• Cite Dataset feature facilitates 
proper data citation 
and attribution

https://researchdata.ntu.edu.sg/
https://doi.org/10.21979/N9/A2XWCW


Publishing our dataset on DR-NTU (Data)

• Discoverability of 
published dataset in
Google Dataset Search

• Easily accessible to 
research community

https://datasetsearch.research.google.com/


Conclusion

• Data sharing lowers information barriers and speeds up 
research

• Data sharing encourages other researchers to follow your 
work

• Publish your dataset with DOI can make it easy for others to 
access your dataset
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