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What can global policies tell us
about the future of research?
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Source: White House: https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/06/21/impact-report-100-
examples-president-obamas-leadership-science
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“We are expecting 
to see an open 
science 
environment.”

Source: https://council.science/current/blog/open-
access-in-china-interview-with-xiaolin-zhang-of-the-
national-science-library
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Source: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-
020-02708-4
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Research is becoming open.
Is it becoming more equitable?







Source: Khoo, S.Y.-S., 2019. Article Processing Charge Hyperinflation and 
Price Insensitivity: An Open Access Sequel to the Serials Crisis. LIBER 
Quarterly, 29(1), pp.1–18. DOI: http://doi.org/10.18352/lq.10280



“In disciplines such as Environmental Biology, 
Marketing, and Geography, more than 50% of the 
Editorial Boards members are based in the US or 
UK. 

Moreover, there is a perceived editorial bias against 
authors based in the Global South regarding the 
use of academic-level English and the selection of 
local research topics -they are considered exotic or 
too parochial-, among other examples.” 

Bárbara Rivera López
“Journal Editorial Boards: Is There Space for 
Geographic Diversity?” for Open Access Week 2019



Publication Languages in the Directory 
of Open Access Books

Source: “Bibliodiversity – What it is and why it is essential to creating situated knowledge,” LSE Impact Blog
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/2019/12/05/bibliodiversity-what-it-is-and-why-it-is-essential-to-creating-situated-knowledge/



Source: 
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-
018-07245-9
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On whose terms is research 
becoming open?

Whose priorities do the 
current system reflect?
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Source: Alejandro Posada, George Chen. Inequality in Knowledge Production: The Integration of Academic Infrastructure by Big 
Publishers. Leslie Chan; Pierre Mounier. ELPUB 2018, Jun 2018, Toronto, Canada. 〈10.4000/proceedings.elpub.2018.30〉. 〈hal-
01816707〉er publishers strategies (Wiley and Taylor & Francis)



Source: Alejandro Posada, George Chen. Inequality in Knowledge Production: The Integration of Academic Infrastructure by Big 
Publishers. Leslie Chan; Pierre Mounier. ELPUB 2018, Jun 2018, Toronto, Canada. 〈10.4000/proceedings.elpub.2018.30〉. 〈hal-
01816707〉er publishers strategies (Wiley and Taylor & Francis)



Source: Alejandro Posada, George Chen. Inequality in Knowledge Production: The Integration of Academic Infrastructure by Big 
Publishers. Leslie Chan; Pierre Mounier. ELPUB 2018, Jun 2018, Toronto, Canada. 〈10.4000/proceedings.elpub.2018.30〉. 〈hal-
01816707〉er publishers strategies (Wiley and Taylor & Francis)



Source:https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2020/01/10/big-open-access-deal-germany



Source:https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-020-02959-
1?utm_source=twt_nnc&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=naturenews&sf239028791=1
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In building new systems for 
research that are open by default, 
we have a unique opportunity to 
finally put equity at the core.

But to do so, 
we must be intentional.



sparcopen.org

We need open, 
community-owned,
community-governed
infrastructure.
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Source: 
https://dspace.mit.edu/bitstream/handle/1721.1/105123/ATG%20on%20SCCS%20final%20proofs%20%20sept%20201
6%20for%20deposit.pdf?sequence=1



Source: https://news.mit.edu/2020/guided-by-open-
access-principles-mit-ends-elsevier-negotiations-0611



Source: Scarlet Galvan, “Mapping the Standards-Driven License Agreement”
https://asgalvan.com/2020/04/13/draft-mapping-the-values-driven-license-agreement/



Institution Year Publisher(s)

Illinois Institute of Technology 2020 Elsevier

Iowa State University 2020 Elsevier

Massachusetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) 2020 Elsevier

SUNY (State University of 

New York System) 2020 Elsevier

University of Idaho 2020 Elsevier

University of North Carolina 

Chapel Hill 2020 Elsevier

Florida State University 2019 Elsevier

Louisiana State University 2019 Elsevier

Institution Year Publisher(s)

Northeastern Illinois 

University 2019 SAGE, Wiley

Temple University 2019 Elsevier

University of California 

System 2019 Elsevier

University of Oklahoma-

Norman 2019 Springer

University of Oregon 2019

Springer Nature 

(including 

Palgrave), Wiley

Wayne State University 2019 Elsevier

West Virginia University 2019 Elsevier, Springer



Source: https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/07/tool-saving-universities-millions-dollars-journal-subscriptions
https://unsub.org/

https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/07/tool-saving-universities-millions-dollars-journal-subscriptions
https://unsub.org/




sparcopen.orgSource: https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2015/11/02/editors-and-editorial-board-quit-top-linguistics-journal-protest-subscription-fees



Source: 
https://twitter.com/DukePress/status/131825560925974
1184



sparcopen.org



Source: 
https://www.sciencemag.org/news/2020/10/new-plos-
pricing-test-could-signal-end-scientists-paying-publish-
free-papers
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“Equity of access 
is a human right 
in the digital age.”



sparcopen.org



sparcopen.org

Source: 
https://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/30
75431/will-coronavirus-kill-dinosaur-world-
academic-publishing
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