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Dr Schubert Foo 
 
Current Position: Professor of Information Science 
Address:   Wee Kim Wee School of Communication & Information 
   #05-03, 31 Nanyang Link 
   Singapore 637718 
Phone:   (65) 6790-4621 
Email:   sfoo@ntu.edu.sg 
URL:   http://personal.ntu.edu.sg/sfoo 
 
Working Experience: Deputy Associate Provost (Information & Knowledge) (September 2016- August 2019) 
 Director, Centre of Social Media Innovations for Communities (2012 - 2016) 
 Director, University Scholars Programme (USP) (2011 - 2015) 
 Professor  (August 2003 - )  

Associate Dean, College of Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (HASS)  (August 2007 - July 2012)  
Associate Chair, Wee Kim Wee School of Communication & Information (WKWSCI) (June 2006 - July 2007)  
Vice Dean, Wee Kim Wee School of Communication & Information (WKWSCI)  (June 2003 - May 2006) 
Associate Professor, School of Computer Engineering, School of Communication & Information  
 (January 1999 - May 2003) 
Head, Division of Information Studies, School of Applied Science, School of Computer Engineering  
 (April 1997 - June 2003) 
Senior Lecturer, School of Applied Science (January 1992 - December 1998) 

   Sub Dean, School of Applied Science, Nanyang Technological University  
    (concurrent appointment) (May 1991 - April 1996) 

Lecturer, School of Applied Science, Nanyang Technological Institute  (August 1990 - December 1991) 
Systems Consultant/Senior Systems Development Engineer, Babcock Energy Ltd (UK),  
 (April 1988 - July 1990) 
Senior Project Engineer, Babcock Energy Ltd (UK), (April 1987 - March 1988) 
Project Engineer, Babcock Energy Ltd (UK), (February 1986 - March 1987) 
 

Academic Qualifications: Ph.D.  (Mechanics of Materials Department), University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK, (1982-1985) 
   MBA, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK, (1986-1987) 

 B.Sc. (Hon), Mechanical Engineering, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow, UK, (1980-1981) 
Professional  
Membership/Boards: Chartered Engineer (CEng), The Engineering Council, United Kingdom (1987- ) 

Chartered IT Professional (CITP), British Computer Society, United Kingdom (2004- ) 
Fellow (Corporate), Institution of Mechanical Engineers (FIMechE), United Kingdom (2000- ) 
Fellow (Corporate), British Computer Society (FBCS), United Kingdom (2000- ) 
 

Research Interests: Internet technology, multimedia technology, multilingual information retrieval, digital   
   libraries, information and knowledge management, information literacy social media innovations 

 
Research Grants (Selected) 
 
Sep 2010 – Jun 2016 Director and Principal Investigator, COSMIC, MDA-IDMPO, NRF. COSMIC founding members 

include NTU, NUS and IITB-Bombay, S$10,000,000.   
 (P1: Socially-Mediated System for Tuberculosis Public Health Alert, Care and Education (MobiTB-
ACE);  
P2: Digitally-Mediated System for Malaria-Dengue Public Health Promotion and Communication; 
P3: Social Toolkits for Developing Communities) 

Apr 2011 – Mar 2012 Co-Principal Investigator, Baseline Study (Centre of Social Media Innovation for Communities 
(COSMIC)), Grant No: M610H0002, S$566K 

Feb 2012 – Jan 2015 Co-Principal Investigator, Digital intelligence, NTU WKWSCI Research Centre/Cluster Scheme 
(RCS), S$50,000. 

Feb 2012 – Jan 2015 Co-Principal Investigator, Information literacy, NTU WKWSCI Research Centre/Cluster Scheme 
(RCS), S$50,000. 
 

Research Achievements 
An independent 2006 study of scholarly research authorship from the Asia Pacific region in top library and information science 
journals for the period 1967 to 2005 by Park (2006) ranked Schubert Foo as the most contributed author in the top 20 journals and 
most contributed author in information science journals (as ranked by ISI (Institute for Scientific Information) Journal Citation 
Reports' impact factors in the Information and Science journal categories).  (Park, T.K. (2006). Authorship from the Asia and 
Pacific Region in top Library and Information Science journals. Proc. Asia-Pacific conference on library & information science 
education & practice (A-LIEP 2006). Singapore, April 3-6, 555-564). 
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Selected publications 
 
• Ding, Y., Chowdhury, G.G., & Foo, S. (2000). Incorporating the results of co-word analyses to increase search variety 

for information retrieval.  Journal of Information Science, 26(6), 429-452. 
• Ding, Y., Chowdhury, G.G., Foo, S., & Qian, W. (2000).  Bibliometric information retrieval system (BIRS): A web 

search interface utilizing bibliometric research results.  Journal of the American Society for Information Science, 51(13), 
1190-1204. 

• Liew, C. L., Foo, S. & Chennupati, K. R.  (2001).  A user study of the design issues of PROPIE: A novel environment for 
enhanced interaction and value adding of electronic documents.  Journal of Documentation,  57(3), 377-426. 

• Meyyappan, N., Chowdhury, G.G., & Foo, S. (2001).   Use of a digital work environment prototype to create a user-
centred university digital library.  Journal of Information Science, 27(4), 249-264. 

• Ding, Y., Chowdhury, G.G., & Foo, S. (2001). Bibliometric cartography of information retrieval research by using co-
word analysis.  Information Processing & Management, 37, 817-842. 

• Foo, S., & Li, H. (2004). Chinese word segmentation and its effect on information retrieval.  Information Processing & 
Management, 40, 161-190. 

• Meyyappan, N., Foo, S., & Chowdhury, G.C. (2004).   Design and evaluation of a task-based digital library for the 
academic community, Journal of Documentation, 60(4), 449-475. 

• Lin, F., Goh, H.L.D., & Foo, S. (2004).  The effect of similarity measure on the quality of query clusters. Journal of 
Information Science,  30(5), 396.407. 

• Mokhtar, I. A., Majid, S., & Foo, S.  (2007).  Teaching information literacy through learning styles: Application of 
Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences. Journal of Librarianship and Information Science (JOLIS), 40(2).  

• Ding, Y., Jacob, E., Zhang, Z., Foo S., Yan, E., George, N., & Guo, L. (2009). Perspectives on social tagging.  Journal of 
the American Society for Information Science and Technology, 60(12), 2388-2401.  

• Zhang, X., Majid, S., & Foo, S. (2010). Environment scanning: An application of information literacy skills at the 
workplace.  Journal of Information Science, 36(6), 719-732. 

• Majid, S., Foo, S., Luyt, B., Zhang, X., Theng, Y.L., Chang Y.K., & Mokhtar, I.A (2011). Adopting evidence-based 
practice in clinical decision-making: Nurses’ perceptions, knowledge and barriers.  Journal of the Medical Library 
Association, 99(3), 229-236. 

• Zhang, X., Majid, S. & Foo, S. (2012). Perceived environmental uncertainty, information skills and environmental 
scanning – Towards a refined framework, Information Research, 17(2), paper 515.  

• Mokhtar, I. A., Majid, S., Foo, S., Zhang, X., Theng, Y.L., Chang, Y.K. & Luyt, B. (2012).  Evidence-based practice and 
related literacy skills of nurses in Singapore: An exploratory case study, Health Informatics Journal, 18(1), 12-25. 

• Foo, S., Zhang, X., Chang, Y.K., Majid, S., Mokhtar, I.A., Sin, J., & Theng, Y.L. (2013).  Information literacy skills of 
humanities, arts and social science tertiary students in Singapore.   Reference & User Services Quarterly, 53(1), 40-50. 

• Lwin, M. O., Vijaykumar. S., Fernando, O. N. N., Cheong, S. A., Rathnayake, V. S., Lim. G., Theng, Y. L., Foo, S., & 
Chaudhuri, S. (2014). A 21st century approach to tackling dengue: Crowdsourced surveillance, predictive mapping and 
tailored communication. Acta Tropica, 130, 100-107. 

• Foo, S., Majid, S., Mokhtar, I.A., Zhang, X., Chang, Y.K., Luyt, B., & Theng, Y.L. (2014).  Information literacy skills of 
secondary school students in Singapore, Aslib Journal of Information Management, 66(1), 54-76 

• Li, J., Theng, Y.L., & Foo, S. (2014). Game-based digital applications for depression therapy: A systematic review and 
meta-analysis. Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking, 17(8), 519-527. 

• Li, J., Theng, Y.L., & Foo, S. (2016).  Effect of exergames on depression: A systematic review and meta-analaysis, 
Cyberpsychology, Behavior, and Social Networking, 19(1), 34-42. 

• Sesagiri Raamkumar, A., Foo, S, & Pang, N. (2017).  Using author-specified keywords in building an initial reading 
list of research papers in scientific paper retrieval and recommender systems.  Information Processing & Management, 
53(3), 577-594.  

• Sesagiri Raamkumar, A., Foo, S., & Pang, N. (2017). Evaluating a threefold intervention framework for assisting 
researchers in literature review and manuscript preparatory tasks. Journal Of Documentation, 73(3), 555-580. 

• Foo, S., Majid, S. and Chang, Y.K. (2017). Assessing information literacy skills among young information age 
students in Singapore. Aslib Journal of Information Management, 69, (3), 335-353.  

• Goh, H.L.D., & Foo, S. (2007). Social information retrieval systems: Emerging technologies and applications for 
searching the Web effectively, Information Science Reference (an imprint of IGI Global), Hershey, PA. 

• Foo, S., Sharma, R., & Chua, A. (2007). Knowledge Management Tools and Techniques (2nd ed.),Pearson Education 
South Asia Pte. Ltd. 

• Theng, Y.L., Foo, S., Goh, H.L.D., & Na, J.C. (2009).  Handbook of Research on Digital Libraries: Design, 
Development and Impact, IGI Global, Hershey, PA. 

• Foo, S., Theng, Y.L., Goh, H.L.D., & Na, J.C. (2009).  From digital archives to virtual exhibitions. In Theng, Y.L., Foo, 
S., Goh, H.L.D., & Na, J.C. (Eds.) Handbook of Research on Digital Libraries: Design, Development and Impact, IGI 
Global, Hershey, PA, 88-101. 

• Zhang, X., Majid. S., & Foo, S. (2012).  Environmental scanning – An emerging discipline for LIS education.  In Spinks, 
A. & Singh, D. (Eds) Library and Information Science Trends and Research: Asia-Oceania.  Emerald LIS Book Series 
UK, 124-147. 

• Chowdhury, G, & Foo, S. (2012). Digital libraries and information access: Research perspectives, Facet Publishing, UK 
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